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The Juſt and Pious MAGISTRATE. 


SERMON 


S': Lawrence's Church, 
SEPTEMBER the 29" 1702, 


Being the Day of ELECT1oN for the 


RIGHT, [HONOURABLE 
HE 


Lord-Mayor. 


By R. ALTHAM, D. D. Chaplain to * 


Right Honourable and Right be the Lord 
Biſhop of Lo N DON, and Rector of St. Botolph 
without Biſbop/ gate. 
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But let Judgment run down as Waters, 
and Righteouſneſs as a mighty 


Stream. 
| to reprehend the Fews for their 
Male-adminiſtration, both in the 
Affairs of Civil Juſtice, and Religious Wor- 
ſhip. Though the Outward Appearance of 
the one made a fair Shew and open Profeſſion 
of Duty and Obedience, yet the Prevarica- 
tions of the other ( which manifeſted the 
want of that Uprightneſs and Integrity which 
are requir'd to make both of them acceptable) 
carry'd ſuch a Defect along with it to the 
Performances of the firſt, as, if We take the 
Prophets Opinion, muſt convince Us, That 
He who is Irregular and Unjuſt in Civil 
Matters, can be no other than an Hypocrite 
in Religious Affairs. 
Thus, wer. 12. I know your manifold Tranf- Amos 5. 12. 
greſſions and your mighty Sins : They affli 
the Tuſt, they take a Bribe, and they turn * 


H E Prophet ſeems, in this Chapter, 
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make the faireſt Qutward Appearance, if 


Amos 5.13: the Poor in the Gate from their Right. Therefore 


the Prudent ſball keep ſilence in that time, for it 
is au evil time. For this He declares, in the 


Dl { God e I hate, I Ne Jour 


(days, and I will not ſmell in your Solemæ 
Abe, Though ye 72 ve Burnt-offerings, 
and your Meat- yp I will not accept them : 

neither will I regard the Peace-offerings of the 


fat Beaſts Take thou away from Me the Noiſe 


of thy Songs, for I will not hear the Melody 
of 105 Viols. But let Judgment run Kon 
as Wa aters, and. me. 4 Q2 mighty 


Stream. 


Here is caching” wanting to the full Pro- 


ſeſſion of Religious Service, as to the Out- 


ward Appearance of it: Burnt- Offerings, 
Meat - Offerings, Peace - Offerings, and theſe 
offered with all the Pomp and Sole mnity the 
Jewiſh Worſhip could require; in their 
Feaſt · Days, in their Solemn Aſſemblies, with 
the Noiſe of Songs and Melody of Inſtru- 
ments. But yet, as Grotins Comments upon 
this Place, Omnes Ritus mihi diſplicent donec 
vitam emendaveris : Tis to no purpole to 


Juſtice does not guard the Integrity of our 


Actions in Civil, and true Piety in Religious 
Affairs. And 
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And therefore, without troubling this 


Audience with any perplex d Criticiſm, ac- 
cording to this ſcope of the Prophet, we 
may interpret Judgment, of that Equitable 
Juſtice which ought to guide our Actions in 
Civil Matters; and Rzghteouſneſs, of that 
true Piety which ought to accompany Us 
in all our Religious Affairs. Which Two 
Vertues, Juſtice and Piety, though they ought 


to be the particular Care of every ſingle Per- 


ſon; yet becauſe they are the Two' main 
Pillars by which the Publick Welfare is ſup- 
ported, muſt be more peculiarly the Care 
of thoſe in Power. And that We may 
the better underſtand the Reaſon of this, 
I ſhall, upon this Occaſion, endeavour to 
Diſcourſe to You, | 


1. The Neceſſuty of Magiftracy in G eneral, 
er ibe ſupport of Piety and Juſtice. 


II. The Adwantage of 4 truly Juſt and 
truly Pious Magiſtrate. And, 


_ Firſt, The Neceſſity of Magiſtracy in General, 
for the ſupport of Piety nd fe. fa 
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Eccl. 7; 39: Inſtitution, for Mar, at firſt, was made upright. 


Though the Correction of Vice and Irregu- 
larity, be one End of Government ; yet the 
firſt Aim and Intention of it is of a Nobler 


The crooked Devices he ſought ont were of his 
own Invention; and therefore, had we kept 
our firſt Integrity, the only End of Govern- 
ment had been, to have preſerved that 
beautiful Order and Harmony in which the 
God of Order at firſt created all Things, The 
clear Apprehenſions of our Underſtanding, 
and rightly-dire&ed Intentions of our Wills, 
would have let us ſeen, and engaged us to 
maintain, that well-appointed Order which 
the Natural Dependency of Creatures upon 
one another, and All of them upon their 
Great Creator, direct us too. 
For All Obedience, and conſequently the 
Regulat Management of All Authority, is 
founded upon the Notion of Dependency. 
Dependence (peaks a Want or Indigence of 
ſomething in the Depending Perſun, he 
cannot give himfelf 4 and ſuppoſes both 
Ability and Goodneſs enough in the Perſon 
epended on, 'by which he is apprehended as 
96h dle | id! vg to ive us what we 
ſo depend upon him for. This naturally 
N | ſubjects 
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ſubjeQs the Will of the Dependant to the 
Will of the Superiour : And where we are 


ſure of ſuch a Superiour whoſe Actions and 


Commands are directed by a ſteady Juſtice, 
and conſtant Goodneſs, produces in Us a 
ready. and chearful Obedience. 

This is the Reaſon of our Submiſſion to 
the Great Governour of Heaven and Earth : 
His Act of Creation gave Him an Authority 
over Us, becauſe it gave Vs a Dependance 
upon Him. We depend upon Him not 
only for our Firſt Being, but for our daily 
Preſervation, and continual Conſervation in 
that Being ; and further yet, depend upon 
Him for the Improvement of it to Everlaſting 
Being. And therefore if we expect either 
the Continuance of theſe Bleſſings, or the 
great and final Improvement of them, We 
muſt ( as faithful Dependants ought to do ) 
ſubmic our ſelves to His Will, and obey 
thoſe Rules and Laws he directs us to, for the 
obtaining of them. 

The ſame Principle will lead us through all 
the Reaſons of Obedience to Humane Magi- 
ſtrates. For God Almighty ſeems to have 
directed, in a Wiſe Order and Diſpoſition, 
All Created Nature to a Subordination, not 
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— A Sermon 


God who was the Author of his Bein 


only to Himſelf, but to one another: The 
Iferiour, Senfitive and Inanimate World 
are plainly ſubmitted to the Dominion of 
Man, by the Poſitive Law of God. We 
our ſelves are ſenſible, we are made ſomewhat 
lower than the Angels (as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes 
it;) and therefore do They, but tis by 
God's Appointment, when we deſerve it, 
become our Guardians: The Order of Crea- 
tion, and the Laws of Propagation, lead us 
to the ſame Notion of Dependance and Subor- 
dination. For Mankind was not created in a 
ſtate of Equality: Nor ever was there ſuch 
a ſtate of Nature, as ſome have fondly con- 
ceivd, where every one had an equal Right 
to all things. ä | 
But the Law of Propagation, gave us, with 
our Being, the Duty of Subjection to our 
Parents. Natural Benefits bring along with 
them Natural Obligations ; and there neither 
is, nor ever Was any ſuch thing as Abſolute 
Freedom: but we are all Ty'd and Oblig d, 
by ſuch Rules, and to ſuch Daties, as the Re- 
lative Order, Dependance and Subordination 
of Things to one another, does lay us under. 
The Firſt Man was oblig d to Worſhip that 
, to 
[cm 
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obey bis Will in all thinge, and ſerve Him 
by all the Acts of Piety a Natural Craticude 
could dire& him to ; and as his Race en- 
creas'd, there encreas'd with them not only 
the ſeveral Relative Obligations ariſing from 
their Dependance upon, and Subordination 
to their Maker, and their Parent, but alſo all 
thoſe other Obligations which ariſe from the 
Social Communications of Multipiy'd Man- 
kind, Common Juſtice and Equity to all, Care 
and Protection of thoſe who want our Aſſi- 
ſtance, Pity and Compaſſion for ſuch as fall 
into Diſtreſs, and all that Peace, and Order, 
and Common Charity can require for the 
Well-being of a Multiply'd Community. 
Theſe Natural Obligations encreaſing with 
the Multiplication of Mankind, did neceſſa- 
rily engage them to enter into larger Combi- 
nations, and erect more extended Societies 
than the ſingle Family-Oeconomy requird. 
For the ſingle Duty of a Family could not 
exhauſt all the Vertues and Conveniencies the 
Social Principles of Humane Nature were ca- 
pable of being extended to. Todo unto all Men lat. 3. 12. 
as we would they ſhonld do unto Vs, is a Rule 
of a larger extent than to be confin'd to Duty 
to Parents, Relations, or even common 
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Neighbourhood ; and therefore the Benefits 
of ſuch an Univerſal and ſuch an Equal Juſtice 
naturally led Men to thoſe larger Combina- 
tions we now call Nations, Kingdoms, or 
Commonwealths ; and the Extent of theſe 
did as naturally introduce the Neceſſity of 
ſuch enlarged Inferences and Deductions from 
the Common Principles of Piety and Juſtice, 
as might be ſufficient for the Well-being and 
Support of them, which is what we now call 
Polity or Government. 

Thus we ſee the very Principles of Nature, 
by making us Dependents upon God Almighty 
in the firſt place, and upon another in the 
next place ; for all the Advantages that can 
ariſe from a Sociable Nature, do directly lead 
us to all the Acts of Piety and Juſtice which 
may be uſeful to Us, either for gaining God 
Almighty's Favour, or for conciliating Love, 
Peace and Union among our ſelves: And 
were theſe Principles ( which are the juſt 
Conſequences of the Perfection of our Nature) 
made the conſtant Guide and Direction of 
all our Actions, they would produce among 
Mankind ſuch a beautiful Order and Harmony 
of Things, as would let us ſee Government 


in its moſt amiable and charming appearance g 
an 
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and ſufficiently convince us, that the Higher Rom, 13. 1. 
Powers are Ordain'd of God. 

The Great would not oppreſs the Mean, 
the Rich would not deſpiſe the Poor, the 
Strong would not injure the Weak ; but 
they would All in their ſeveral Stations, and 
according to their ſeveral Dependencies and 
Subordinations, contribute, what in them lay, 
to the Common Order and Publick Welfare : 
And therefore let us ſee Juſtice without a 
Sword, and Peace and Righteouſneſs continually 
embracing and kiſſing each other. 

But if theſe be the Natural Principles and 
juſt Conſequences of a Sociable Nature, when 
rightly directed; Whence is it that we find 
a neceſſity for ſeverer Juſtice ? St. James will 
tell us, That AB our Wars and Fightings among jam. , l. 
our ſelves, proceed from our LuSts, which war 
in our Members: And St. Paul will tell us, 
That the Magiſtrate who does not hold the 
Sword in vain, is and ought to be 4 Terrour Rom. 13. 4 
only to the Exil. | 

If there had been no Sin among us, there 
had been no need of Puniſhment ; but Sin 
being a Tranſgreſſion of the Law, is a Breach 
of, or Deviation from that Rule and Order 
which a Natural Dependence and Subordina- 
tion 
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tion ſhould direct us to. Puniſbment is rightly 

Gret, de pure defin'd by the Lawyers to be Malum Paſſtonis, 

_— 1 propter Malum Adlionir; The m—— Evil, 
ſor the Fault of having committed Evil. 

Hence ariſes the Neceſſity of that Rongh- 

neſs of Authority, which is now highly ne- 

ceſſary for the ſupport of Piety and Juſtice. 

Juſtitis ef For what is Piety, but a Submiſſion to the 

conſt © Law of God? What is Juſtice, but a Com- 


perpetua do- 


> Ju pliance with that Common Law of Mankind, 
:ribuend; Which commands us always to give every one 
Inftit. 1Þ.1- what is their own ? But Sin, in all its kinds, 
breaks in upon both theſe, it cheats our Aﬀe- 
ctions with falſe and miſtaken Objects of their 
Deſires; it perverts our Wills, and makes 
them obſtinate, and leſs pliable to the Com- 
mands either of God or Man. This brings 
Confuſion and Diſorder among us; and 
inſtead of a Submiſſion to the Will and Au- 
thority of God, and of our Governours, ſub- 
jects us only to the Lawleſs and Irregular Mo- 
tions of our Luſts and Paſſions : Tt hurries us 
with ſuch a blind and impetuous Fury, and 
ſo diſtorts all the Faculties of our Mind, that 
Mat. 22, 21, we are no longer able either to give to God 


what is God's, or to Ceſar what is Caſar's. 


The 
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The whole Force, even the very Nature of 
Sin, is built upon Diſobedience: A Refuſal to 
comply with the Juſt Rules and Laws of Au- 
thority, that we may follow our own corrupt 
Affections, and do every one what ſeems beſt 
in our own Eyes, which was the Character of 


Iſrael in Confufion, when there was no King judg. 15. 6. 


in it. Every Sinner therefore, of what kind 
ſoever, does by this means become a Publick 


Order, and therefore ſuch as ought to be Cor- 
rected by the Roughneſs of Authority. 

This it is that arms Piety, the Meekeſt 
Vertue, with the Thunder of Spiritual Cen- 
ſures : This it is that arms Juſtice, the moſt 
Equal Vertue, with the Sword of Vengeance ; 
and makes that Magiſtracy which was intended 
for the Comfort, Care and Protection of 
Mankind, become a Terrour, but tis only to 
the Evil. 

All Sin is originally Spiritual, and is firſt 
the iſſue of a Corrupted Mind, before it be- 


comes the Practice of a Polluted Body: It 
breaks firſt the Order of the Spiritual World, 


and then breaks forth into All thoſe Outra- 
geous Diſorders which unſettle and diſcompoſe 
the Peace and Quictneſs of Mankind. Our 


Saviour 


Enemy, a Common Diſturber of all Peace and 
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Mat. 15. 19. 


Saviour tells us, That out of the Heart proceed 
evil Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, Fornica- 
tions, Thefts, Falſe-witneſſes, Blaſphemy, and 
theſe defile the Man firſt, before they do, by 
their evil Conſequences and boiſterous Effects, 
diſturb the Peace of Mankind. And there- 
fore the Magiſtrate is very juſtly and very 
deſerv'dly ſaid to be the Guardian of both 
Tables. The Worſhip of God which Piety 
commands, the Duty to our Neighbour which 
Juſtice exacts, ought both of em to be the 
Common Care of Government, becauſe they 
do both of them equally conduce to the Pub- 
lick Welfare, and Support of it. 

Not that we muſt, with the Diſciples of 


Eraſtus, give up the Sacred Privileges of the 


Pſal. 77. 20. 


Pſal. 149. 8. 


Spiritual Authority to the Civil Magiſtrate ; 
for God Almighty has ſufficiently diſtinguiſh'd 
the ſeparate Powers of the Spiritual and Civil 
World, when He was pleas'd to lead his People, 
like Sheep, by the hands of Moſes and Aaron ; 
nor yet fo far follow the bold Encroachments 
of Rome, as to bind our Kings in Chains, and 
our Nobles with Links of Iron : For that is the 
Prerogative of God alone. 

But we muſt conſider, that Chriſtianity came 
into the World without any Alteration or 
Diminu- 
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or Diminution to the External Authority of 
Civil Power; but yet, brought a Spiritual 
Authority with it, which did not interfere 
with, but rather ſtrengthen and confirm the 
Power of the Magiſtrate, The Chriſtian is 
no leſs a Subject, tor being ſuch ; nay, even 
his Religion ought to make him the better 


Subject. For St. Paul exhorts, That firſt of i Tim. 2.1. 


all, Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſrons, and 


giving of Thanks be made for All Men: For f ver. 2. 


Kings, and All that are in Authority; that We 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all Godli- 
neſs and Honeſty. And to ſhew us yet fur- 
ther the Advantage of Chriſtianity to the Peace 
and good-Order of the World, He deſcends 
even to the loweſt Dependencies and Rela- 


tions: Let as many Servants as are under the Chap. 6. 1: 


yoke, count their own Maſters worthy of all Ho- 
nour ; that the Name of God, and his Doctrine 
be not blaſphemed. And they that have Believing 


Maſters, let them not deſpiſe them, becauſe they 


are Brethren : but rather do them ſervice, becauſe 
they are Faithful and Belowed, Partakers of the 
Benefit. Theſe Things Teach and Exhort. 

So that the Spiritual Power, which was given 
by our Saviour, for the Improvement of Man- 
kind in his Spiritual Kingdom, neither ought 
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to be Uſurpt by Unconſecrated Hands, nor 
yet muſt it interfere with the Duties and Au- 
thority of the Magiſtrate 3 but they ought 
both to conſpire mutually to the ſetting forth 
the Glory of God, and ſetting forward the 
Salvation of all Men. It was always the 
own'd and acknowledg'd Duty of the Ma- 
giſtrate, even in all Ages of the World, That 
he ſhould have a Common Care for the Exer- 
ciſe of Religion: And yet even in all Reli- 
gions, Falſe as well as True, we find not only 
9 a ſeparate Power, but alſo a ſeparate Order 
5 of Men appointed for that Service. And 
therefore the Common Duty of the Magiſtrate 
is no more to interfere with their Office, than 
it is Theirs to interfere with His, but only to 
protect and Guard Thoſe by whoſe Interceſ- 
ſions with the God he Worſhips, He expects 
thoſe Bleſſings which are to guard the Tran- 

quilities of his Time. _ © 
The Chriſtian Religion therefore, above 
All others, has the beſt Title to this Fayour 
and Protection; becauſe, beyond all others, 
it is the moſt able to make the beſt Return 
for it. For Chriſtianity enter d the World, 
as the Soul does the Body, without any Di- 
ſturbance of its Organiz'd Parts, only 10 
| this 
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this addition, that it gives new Life, freſh 
Strength and Vigour to it. The Duty of 
Obedience, which was before ſupported 
chiefly by the Force of Power, becomes now 
a Duty of Conſcience, and is Inviolable. We 
muſt Obey thoſe who are ſet over Us for the 
Lord's ſake : That Lord who Bought us; 
and, if we expect to be His, requires the 
Performance of this Duty from Us, 

Further yet : The Chriſtian Religion does 
ſtill better deſerve the Favour and Protection 
of the Civil Power; becauſe, we find, 
'tis Sin, the Scandal of our Nature, which 
brought upon us that other Scandal, the 
Puniſhment of it, For what are Whips and 
Gibbets, but the Reproaches of a Debauch'd 
Integrity, and Ruin'd Honeſty ? Upon this 
Account, I ſay, the Chriſtian Religion will 
ſtill better deſerve the Favour and Protection 
of the Civil Power; becauſe, as much as in it lies, 
it ſtrikes at the very Root of Evil, lends All its 
Force to the preventing thoſe Reproaches of 
our Nature ; and, as far as it prevails,does what 
it can to quit the Government from the laviſh 
and uneaſie Task of infficting them. 

Thus then it is, That Piety and Juſtice do 
both of them require the Common Aid, Pro- 

C 2 tection 
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tection and Aſſiſtance of the Civil Power; 
and thus neceſſary is it that they ſnould both of 
them have it, that they may be able both of 
them to compaſs their Common Ends and De- 
ſigns, the Good - Order, Peace and Quietneſs 
of Mankind in this Life, in order to their 
Everlaſting Peace in another Life. And 
therefore, from theſe Conſiderations, I hope 
we may inferr the Neceſſity of Magiſtracy in 
General, for the Support of Piety and Juſtice 
amongſt Mankind. 4 


The next thing we have to confider, is, 


Secondly, The Adwantage to Mankind, of 4 
Truly Juſt and Truly Pious Magiſtrate. 


I Magiftracy in General be thus Neceſſary to 
the Support of Piety and Juſtice among Man- 
kind, the Advantage certainly of a Truly Juſt 
and Truly Pious Magiſtrate muſt be every way 
Great and Valuable. For 'tis the only. Care 
of ſuch an One, to anſwer all the Ends of 
Publick Society. Whatever may conduce to 
Peace and Happineſs, to Love, Concord and 
Union with one another; whatever may 
promote the Welfare and ' Advantages of 
thoſe committed to his Charge; whatever, 

laſtly, 
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laſtly, may be uſeful to the Common and Pub- 
lick Good, all private Ends and Deſigns ſet 
a- part, will always exerciſe his Diligence, his 
Care and Aſſiduity. 

His Piety will oblige Him to Support 
and Protect Us, in all thoſe Religious Duties, 
we owe to God Almighty, as Dependents 
on Him; and a juſt Obſervance and Per- 
formance of them, will be ſure to return us 


the Bleſſings of Heaven for them. Prove me Mal. 3. 10. 


nom, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, by the Pro- 
phet Malachy, if I will not open you the 
Windows of Heawen, and pour you out a 
Bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room enough to 
receive it, The Divine Aſſurances are very 
full and ſtrong to a Faithful and Obedient 
People. And therefore, where the Magiſtrate 
Himſelf is truly Pious; as He cannot but 
be fully convinc'd of the Reality of theſe 
Advantages, ſo will the ſtrength of that 
Conviction | oblige Him to uſe his utmoſt 
Care: and Diligence to bring, all under his 
Guidance - and Command to the like Per- 
ſuafion and Aſſurance with Himſelf :* And 
then an Uniform and. Univerſal. Piety will 
make us worthy the Care of Heaven, fit to 


be the Darlings of his Providence. And when 
the 
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Paal. 124 be Lord is on our ſide, we need not fear what 


Man can do unto us. 

But beſides this Aſſurance of the Divine 
Protection and Aſſiſtance, the Magiſtrate's 
more immediate Care of Piety and Reli- 
gion has yet further a mighty Influence 
upon the Publick Welfare, inaſmuch as the 
very Nature of Religion is apt to mould 
and model the Tempers of Mankind into 
a more eaſie and pliable frame of Mind; 
even ſuch wicked Politicians, who, like 
Achitophel, are for framing all things upon their 
own Counſels, and have yet Effrontery enough 
to deny or deride the Power and Providence of 
God, have yet thought fit to allow thus much to 
Religion, and for this reaſon have granted it a 
Place even in their impious Schemes. 

For, obſerving the conſtant and ſettled 
Effects of Religious Principles, and Reli. 
gious Education, they take and uſe them 
as they find them, without conſidering the 
Cauſe of ſuch Effects, or whence it is the 
mighty Influence of Religion does proceed. 
For Religion teaching us, that our firſt 
Dependance is upon God Almighty, teaches 
us alſo, that our higheſt Obedience is there 
due, where we expect our ſupremeſt Hap- 
= pinels 3 
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pineſs; and therefore that Great End being 
fix d before us, makes us look upon all 
others as Subordinate Deſigns, and Iaterme- 
diate Means, which muſt be us d no otherwiſe 
than as they may be ſerviceable to the com- 
paſſing of This. | 

This ſecures the Pious Magiſtrate from 
all ſingle and finiſter Deſigns, becauſe He 
confiders He is the Minifter of God to us for Rom. 13. 4 
good, and therefore does not ſo much en- 
deavour to enhance his own Majeſty or Gran- 
deur, as He does to advance the Honour and 
Glory of God ; becauſe he knows that by 
that Means he muſt improve the Happineſs 
and Welfare of His People. This obliges a 
Religious and Obedient People to an eaſie 
and a ready Compliance with their Duty, be- 
cauſe they know, a Juſt Performance of that 
here, is the only way to their great Reward 
for it hereafter. 

And therefore, when either Exorbitant 
Power, or any other Calamity throws them 
under Misfortunes of any kind ; gives them 
an humble Reſignation, endues them with ſub- 
miſſive Patience, becauſe they know tis not 
the Happineſs of This Life they aim at, but 
that of Another. Thus do the Principles of 

Piety 
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Piety and Religion every way improve the 
Common Welfare and Happineſs of Mankind, 
and make a truly Pious' Magiſtrate the moſt 
uſeful and advantageous Inſtrument to Us for 
Our Good, that God can give, or We deſire. 
And the ſame Principle will ſecurely guard 
the Pious Magiſtrate in the Exerciſe of his 
Juſtice, and make Him as truly Juſt, as He is 
truly Pious. For the Juſtice of all Humane 
Law, as it is derived from, ſo muſt it be mea- 
ſured by the Juſtice of Divine Law. The 
Divine Eternal Law, the Law of Perfect Na- 
ture, or what we call the Law of Right Rea- 
ſon, and the Divine Revealed Law, are like 
ſo many general unconfeſſed Principles allow'd 
on all hands to be the Standard of our Actions. 
And the particular Municipal Laws of any 
Place or Country, are, or ought to be, no more 
than Juſt Inferences and Deductions from 
them, adapted, by the Wiſdom of the Go- 
vernment, to the particular Circumſtances and 
Conveniencies of that People, Place, or Nation, 
for that Time, and for thoſe Circumſtances; and 
therefore tho the other are Eternal and Immu- 
table, yet are theſe, in their nature, changeable. 
However, yet this Mutability ſnould not be 
at the 8 and under the Diſpoſal of 


every 
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every Capricious and Diſaffected Perſon; nor 
ſhould the Alteration be too frequent, or too 
ſudden: but as it was the Wiſdom of the 
whole Government which firſt adapted them 
to the Circumſtances and Conveniences of 
Place and People, ſo ought it to be the ſame 
Wiſdom which ought to judge of the Incon- 
venience, and will hardly admit of the Altera- 
tion till it finds the Inconvenience, become 
flagrant, obſerving always that Wiſe Rule of 
the Wiſeſt King, Follow not thoſe who are given Prov. 24. 11. 
to Change. And therefore the Juſtice of the 
Magiſtrate, who is not entruſted with the Legi- 
ſlative, but only with the Adminiſtration of 
the Executive Power, will be firſt and chiefly 
employ'd in ſecuring the Fences of that Con- 
ſtitution entruſted with Him, againſt all the 
Dangerous Attempts and Diſturbances of an 
unreaſonable Innovation. For a common Mo- 
deſty ſhould direct Us to think our Fore- 
fathers may have been as Wiſe, as We can 
think our Selves : And therefore while the 
Publick Wiſdom thinks fit to continue and 
enforce the Wiſe and Happy Conſtitution 
They have left Us, tis not only Unreaſonable, 
but Undutiful, nay, Turbulent and Seditious, for 
any of leſs Authority to offer at an Innovation. 
D Here 


* 
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Here then the Juſtice of the Publick Magi- 


ſtrate muſt fix his Standard, and guard the 


Sacred Depoſitum entruſted with Him, againſt 
all the Encroachments upon it, of all kinds 
whatever. 
And if we briefly ſurvey what the Sacred 
Truſt is, in relation to the two great Vertues 
now before us, of Piety and Juſtice, we ſhall 
find it ſuch a lovely and amiable Structure, as 
will neceflarily engage all good Men to give 
their utmoſt Aſſiſtance to the Magiſtrate, for 
the Support of it. 10 5 
For, in relation to Piety, our Fore- fathers 
have left Us a Religion fo, well Refarm'd, that 
we dare appeal to the Teſt of Scripture and 
Primitive Chriſtianity, for the Tryal of its 
Doctrine; a Worſhip ſo well directed and 
ſecur d from the Fooleries of Superſtition on 
the one hand, and the ſlovenly DeteGs of Fana- 
ticiſm on the other, that ir is juſtly anſwerable 
for all that the Publick Service of Gad can re- 
quire of Us; fo Full in its Humiliations and 
Confeſſions, ſa Comfortable in its Abſolutions, 
ſo Piouſly Thankful in its Praiſes and Thankſ- 
givings for Bleſſings already receiv'd, ſo De- 
voutly Fervent in its Prayers and Petitions 
for Divine Favours continually expected, that 
there 
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there ſeems nothing wanting to the higheſt 
perfections of primitive Purity but only the 
want of that Auchority and Diſcipline, which, 
by Publick Direction, we do conſt:ntly la- 
ment; and were it happily retriev'd, would 
be as much a Security to Publick Peace, as it 
would be a Luſtre to Religion. 

And for the Publick Juſtice of the Nation,)'tis 
ſuch as is deferv'dly not only the Admiration, 
but the Envy of our Neighbours, the Honour 
of our Government fix'd in a very Ancient 
and Well-ſcttled Monarchy, the Rights and 
Libertics of the People ſo well fenc'd and ſe- 
cur'd by Jaſt and Equal Laws, that neither the 
Power of one, nor the Privileges of the other 
can ever break their Bounds, while ſo Equal a 
Conſtitution is able to preſerve its Force and 
Vigour. Under this Happy Eſtabliſhment 
We have often preſerv'd our Neighbours from 
Oppreſſion, We have frequently held the 
Balance of this Weſtern: World; and while 
we ſecurely enjoy our own Liberties at Home, 
are at this time Honourably Engag'd to ſecure 
the Liberties of all Europe, which God Al- 
mighty give a Profperous Succeſs to. 


I need not mention the Common Manage- 
ment of Juſtice amongſt Us, where the Meaneſt 
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Subject has an equal Title to it with the Greateſt ; 
nor yet the Execution of the Penal Part of it, which is 
Manag'd with ſo well-temper'd a Severity, as is almoſt 
peculiar to the Good-Nature of the Exgliſb Nation: ſo 
Pious, fo Wiſe a Conſtitution as this is, will not only 
require-the Care and Juſtice of the Magiſtrate, but of 
all Honeſt Exgliſb-Men for the Support of it. 

And for Our greater Encouragement to it, We 
have a Bright and Illuſtrious Pattern ſet Us, by Our 
_ Gracious SOVERE1 GN, under GOD, Our Supreme 

Governour upon Earth. Her Pzety ſhines forth in as 
Conſtant a Duty to Her Maker, as Her Juſtice does 
in a Careful Protection of Her People. And under 
ſuch a Sovereign, We may profeſs a Faith We need 
not be aſham'd of, and be ſure of ſuch a Defender of 
it as We need not doubt of. 

When therefore the Advantage of ſo Wiſe and 

Good a Conſtitution Invites Us, the Great and 
Royal Example of ſuch a So VEREIN gives Us 
Encouragement to it ; when, further, the Royal 
Bounty does not think fit to Send, but Gives You 
the Privilege of Your Own Election; Let the Succeſs 
of This Day end in the Choice of ſuch a Magiſtrate 
as is truly Pious, and truly Juſt ; as Faithful to the 
Laws and Service of His God, as He is to thoſe of 
His Prince and Country. And let Us All Pray, 

That the Courſe of This World may be ſo Peaceably 
Order d by the Governance and Providence of God, that 
Church may Joyfully Serve Him in all Godly Quict- 
through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 
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